END THE ETHNIC VIOLENCE IN TIGRAY, ETHIOPIA

Over the last three months, thousands of innocent men, women and children have been raped,
killed and starved by their own government in the Tigray region of Northern Ethiopia based
solely on their ethnicity and the crisis is growing worse by the day. We must act to prevent
further atrocities.
Background
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed assumed office in 2018 under a coalition agreement between four
regional political parties that included the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF). Ethiopia
had long suffered from both internal ethnic rivalries and a 20-year conflict with neighboring
Eritrea. Ahmed came to power under the promise of ending these various conflicts, and he was
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2019 for making peace with Eritrea.
Sadly, instead of using peace with Eritrea as a springboard to resolve Ethiopia’s internal ethnic
divisions, Ahmed used calm on Ethiopia’s Northern border as cover to systematically oust TPLF
supporters from government positions, ultimately commencing a military offensive against the
TPLF in the Tigray region. Worse, the peace accord has resulted in an unholy alliance between
the two governments to destroy the Tigrayan people. Based on eye-witness reports, both
Eritrean and Ethiopian military forces have turned their fire in concert on ethnic Tigray civilians,
killing, raping and mutilating innocent civilians, blocking food and medicine from reaching the
affected population, and blacking out power and communications in the region.
The Current Crisis
The conflict in Tigray has now become a full-blown humanitarian crisis:
• More than 50,000 civilians have been killed.
• More than 60,000 civilians in external refugee camps
• More than 4.5 million people (over 2 million children) without food
• More than 2.2 million internally displaced civilians
We applaud Secretary of State Tony Blinken for expressing the “grave concern” of the United
States over “the humanitarian crisis in the Tigray region” and for urging the “immediate, full,
and unhindered humanitarian access to prevent further loss of life” in his call yesterday with
Prime Minister Ahmed. We also support the UN Security Council’s call yesterday for
humanitarian access to the region.

Action Needed
More must be done to prevent further atrocities. The greatest need for the people of Tigray is
access to food and water. Humanitarian corridors need to be opened so that aid can be sent to
people in need.
•

•
•

The United States should apply existing sanctions authority against Ahmed’s government
under the Global Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability Act until aid is allowed to
Tigray.
Congress should adopt SR 798 and HR 1183 declaring that the atrocities unfolding in
Tigray are steps toward genocide.
The United States and the UN should demand an immediate ceasefire and an end to
human rights violations against Tigray civilians.

We also call on the US to actively support an inclusive, intra-Ethiopian dialogue on democratic
reforms, elections, ethnic violence, and accountability for serious human rights abuses.
How YOU can help:
Please help us spread the word! Stand with us against these atrocities with your voice; tweeting,
posting, emailing/phoning your local legislators, and constantly talking about what is happening
in Tigray.
Use the following hashtags: #standwithtigray #tigraygenocide #defundtigraygenocide #tigraycantwait
Links:
Take Action:
https://omnatigray.org/our-campaigns
www.standwithtigray.com/email-campaign
Learn more:
https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-ethiopia-conflict/over-2-million-people-displaced-byconflict-in-ethiopias-tigray-region-local-official-idUSKBN29B1N7
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jan/24/fabled-ark-could-be-among-ancient-treasuresin-danger-in-ethiopias-deadly-war
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/2/2/ethiopia-un-says-20000-refugees-missing-in-tigray
https://apnews.com/article/ex-peace-corp-plead-help-tigray-ethiopiab4439a666c69dbaac4aa330bbf17e9ab
Contact us at:

Tigray Action Committee
takeaction@tigrayactioncommittee.info
Coalition Against Global Genocide www.CoAGG.org 303-856-7334

